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Analyzing the Snow Man: implied
meanings of “nothing”
International Trade 3120103124 Dan Ye

Abstract: Wallace Stevens is another important modernist poet after Eliot. When it
comes to appreciating his famous poem “The Snow Man”, the word “Nothing™ never
fails to be the key point which people focus on. This paper combines the images and
expressions in the poem along with three dimensions: social background, personal
experience and his Chinese complex, to interpret the repeated appearance of the word
“nothing” in the last two sentences and the meanings they possess separately and
mutually. Then, figure out his view of the world, life and value — that 1s the thirst

and pursuit for order. It is a strong desire to enlighten people by his poems and
rebuild an ordered world instead of the discrete society of the day where god is
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when can | do
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How Shall | Do
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'F THE DREAM IS BIG ENOUGH, THE FACTS DON T COUNT.
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Sing
As if no one
IS listening

Dance
As if no one
IS watching

Live

As if there is
the end of the world
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